$1.5 Million Wrongful Death Settlement After Fatal Head-On Collision
in Brunswick County, Virginia

Goldberg Finnegan Secures Justice for a Family After a Devastating Crash

On a cold December morning, a young woman’s drive to work turned tragic in an instant. A
vehicle traveling northbound on Route 46 suddenly veered across the center line and slammed
into her car head-on. She was killed instantly and represented a heartbreaking loss that no
family should ever have to face.

For the victim’s family, the devastation was unimaginable. But through the determined legal
work of our attorneys, justice was ultimately served. Here’s how Goldberg Finnegan secured a
$1.5 million wrongful death settlement, believed to be one of the largest resolutions of a
negligence case in the history of Brunswick County, Virginia.

A Sudden and Preventable Crash

On December 16, 2021, at approximately 7:05 a.m., the victim was driving southbound on
Route 46 in Brunswick County, Virginia — the same route she took every day to work. She was
completely within her lane, following all traffic laws.

At the same time, another driver was heading northbound on Route 46. Without warning or
reason, that driver’s vehicle crossed the center line and crashed head-on into the victim’s car.
The impact was catastrophic and immediate.

Crash data obtained during the investigation revealed critical details about what happened in
those final seconds. The at-fault driver was traveling at 58 miles per hour on cruise control at
the time of impact. Just one-tenth of a second before the crash, the vehicle veered left across
the center line with no evidence of braking or a turn signal before impact.

The physical evidence was clear: the collision occurred entirely within the victim’s lane. There
was nothing she could have done to avoid the oncoming vehicle or prevent the deadly impact.

Building the Wrongful Death Case

When the family reached out to Goldberg Finnegan, they were searching for answers and
accountability. Our legal team immediately began an intensive investigation to reconstruct
exactly how the crash occurred.

By obtaining and analyzing the vehicle’s crash data recorder (often referred to as the “black
box”), our team could prove precisely what the defendant’s vehicle was doing in the moments
before the collision. This data became the cornerstone of the case, supported by physical
evidence from the crash scene and law enforcement records.
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We represented the estate of the deceased to pursue justice on behalf of her family. While no
amount of money could replace their loss, the goal was to hold the negligent driver fully
accountable and ensure the family was financially supported for their profound and permanent
loss.

The wrongful death claim was ultimately resolved for $1.5 million, providing the family with
both financial recovery and a measure of closure.

Understanding Wrongful Death Claims

In Maryland, Virginia, and across the DMV, wrongful death claims arise when a person’s
negligence causes the death of another. These cases are distinct from criminal charges because
they are civil actions that allow surviving family members or the deceased’s estate to seek
compensation for the harm caused.

Wrongful death damages can include:

e Funeral and Burial Expenses: Costs associated with memorials, burial, and related
arrangements.

e Loss of Companionship: Emotional and relational loss suffered by close family members.

e Lost Income and Support: The financial impact of losing a contributing family member.

e Pain and Suffering: The emotional anguish caused by a sudden, preventable death.

In this case, because the victim was single and had no children, the claim was pursued on behalf
of her estate for the benefit of her surviving family members. Even without dependents, the
law recognizes the emotional and financial toll these deaths take, and the right to justice
remains just as strong.

How Data and Evidence Can Strengthen a Case

Modern vehicles store vast amounts of data that can become powerful evidence in serious
injury and wrongful death claims. In this case, the crash data recorder revealed speed, braking,
steering, and other key information that disproved any suggestion of shared fault.

That data told a clear story:

e The defendant’s car was traveling at 58 mph on cruise control.
e The vehicle suddenly veered left across the center line.
e No braking or evasive action occurred before the collision.

By combining this electronic evidence with accident reconstruction and physical scene analysis,
we were able to present an undeniable picture of negligence.

What most people don’t realize is that this kind of precision data can make or break a wrongful
death case. Without it, insurance companies often attempt to shift blame or minimize
damages. With it, the truth becomes inescapable, and accountability follows.
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What Made This Case Stand Out

Beyond the technical evidence, this case reflected the human side of tragedy and justice. The
deceased was doing everything right — driving carefully, staying in her lane, and heading to
work as she always did. The crash wasn’t a matter of bad luck. It was the direct result of
another driver’s inattention and negligence.

The strength of the evidence, combined with thorough legal preparation, left little room for
dispute. The final $1.5 million settlement was not just compensation; it was an
acknowledgment that this young woman’s life mattered and that her death was preventable.

This result also stands as one of the largest wrongful death settlements ever recorded in
Brunswick County, highlighting both the gravity of the crash and the persistence of our legal
team, which fought to achieve justice.

The Role of Compassion in Catastrophic Cases

At Goldberg Finnegan, every wrongful death case is handled with care, precision, and empathy.
Our attorneys understand that behind every case file is a family enduring loss, confusion, and
heartbreak.

In situations like this, where a loved one’s life is cut short by another’s negligence, families
often feel powerless. But through skilled legal advocacy and thorough investigation, it’s
possible to restore some measure of control and ensure that those responsible are held
accountable.

A strong legal team not only builds the case but also helps guide the family through one of the
hardest chapters of their lives, step by step, with honesty and compassion.

A Message for Families Facing Similar Losses

When a fatal car accident happens so suddenly, the aftermath can feel like the world has
stopped spinning. Insurance companies may seem sympathetic at first, but their priority is
always minimizing financial exposure, not providing justice or closure.

That’s why it’s important to contact an experienced wrongful death lawyer as early as possible.
The sooner an attorney can begin collecting data, preserving evidence, and interviewing
witnesses, the stronger the case will be.

At Goldberg Finnegan, we represent families throughout Maryland, Virginia, and Washington,
D.C,, in wrongful death and catastrophic injury cases. Our team of trial-tested attorneys has the
resources and resolve to take on powerful insurance carriers and deliver meaningful results.

Holding Negligent Drivers Accountable



Wrongful death cases remind us that every negligent act on the road has the potential to
change lives forever. A distracted glance, a split-second mistake, or a failure to react can erase
an entire future.

Through careful investigation and relentless advocacy, our attorneys help ensure that such acts
do not go unanswered. Every verdict and settlement is a statement that lives lost to negligence
deserve justice, and that families deserve truth, closure, and support.

If you lost a loved one in a car crash caused by someone else’s negligence, our wrongful death
attorneys can help you seek justice and hold the responsible party accountable. We're here to
listen, investigate, and fight for the outcome your family deserves. Contact us today for a free
consultation.
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